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St. Mary of the Visitation Church, Killybegs. 
 

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2025 
              

 

 

What is Christmas? 

It is tenderness for the past, 

Courage for the present, 

Hope for the future. 
 

 

Beannachtaí na Nollag agus na Bliana Úire oraibh uilig 
 

Wishing you love, joy and hope this Christmas and in the New Year  



 2 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,             
 

 

A new Church Year began Sunday 30th November, the First Sunday of Advent. 

The Church’s Year focuses on key moments in the life of Jesus Christ, the 

Saviour of the World. During the four weeks of Advent we reflect on how the 

light of Christ drives away the darkness of evil. And this is how the Christmas 

event is described in John’s Gospel:  

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world...  

The Word became flesh, and lived among us, and we saw his glory.  

The life of Jesus, leading to his suffering, death, resurrection and ascension, 

was a decisive event in world history, establishing that the power of darkness 

would never prevail over the light of love. As Christians, we nurture that hope 

in our hearts in the midst of all the doom and gloom that is unfolding in today’s 

world. It has been another challenging year for the global community. The 

conflict in Gaza and Ukraine has taken its toll on so many families and 

communities, along with strife, famine and natural disasters in many countries, 

causing so much grief and anxiety, fuelled by greed, corruption and self-

interest.  

 

News broke on Easter Monday morning of the death of Pope Francis, who was 

a fearless and outspoken leader in the Church and on the world stage. As we 

mourned his death and reflected on his legacy, Cardinal Robert Prevost was 

elected Pope taking the name of Leo XIV. Very different in personality and in 

temperament to his predecessor, the new Pope is cut from the same cloth as the 

late Pope Francis. Born in Chicago in the United States, he spent many years as 

a missionary in Peru, served two terms as Prior General of the Augustinian 

Order, was made a Bishop in 2014 in Peru by Pope Francis, who called him to 

Rome in 2023, becoming Cardinal. Pope Leo was greatly shaped by his time in 

Peru, a missionary living in community in a Church which prioritised 

participation, communion and mission, drawing on a vision of Church that 

emerged in the Second Vatican Council, which the Church in Latin America 

embraced wholeheartedly, with Archbishop Bergoglio (later Pope Francis) at 

the helm. The pastoral plan that germinated in Latin America in those years 

became the blueprint for the whole Church under Pope Francis and is one  

which Pope Leo embraces unreservedly.  
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Pope Leo’s opening words on the balcony of St Peter’s Basilica were:  

‘Peace be with you all! These are the first words spoken by the risen 

Christ, the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for God’s flock…’ 

And he went on to repeat the words of his predecessor: 

‘God loves us. God loves you all, and evil will not prevail. All of us are in 

God’s hands.. Christ goes before us… the world needs his light. 

Humanity needs him as the bridge that can lead us to God and his love… 

We belong to a Church that always seeks peace, that always seeks 

charity, that always seeks to be close, above all, to those who are 

suffering…’ 
 

In his first foreign trip, to Turkey and Lebanon, Pope Leo called for ‘peace and 

unity’, acknowledging Turkey’s role as a messenger of peace in its efforts as 

mediator for Gaza and Ukraine. Pope Leo is fully committed to the Synodal 

journey that Pope Francis embarked upon, emphasising: co-responsibility of lay 

and ordained for the Church’s mission, the gifts of all the baptised for building 

up the Church, the shared responsibility of all. Pope Leo seeks a humbler, more 

listening Church. His most recent episcopal appointment is that of Bishop Niall 

Coll, Bishop of Ossory, to be Bishop of Raphoe. We look forward to 

welcoming one of our own back to the Diocese and to his installation on the 

25th January 2026. The Bishop Elect has stated as his priority that everybody, 

lay and ordained, would have a role to play in the life of the parish and in the 

Church. We look forward to the pastoral challenges that lie ahead for the parish 

and the diocese. Perhaps a first step for ourselves would be the re-establishing 

of a Parish Pastoral Council that would enable us to embrace more fully new 

pastoral challenges. 
 

We are grateful to all who help out in the parish in many different 

ministries and capacities. Parish Secretary Ann O’Donnell is invaluable in her 

role and Patricia O’Boyle likewise as Sacristan. We are grateful to all who are 

actively involved in Parish life: Ministers of the Word and the Eucharist, 

Collectors, Altar Servers, Money Counters, Opening and Closing of the Church, 

Parish Finance and Maintenance Committee, First Communion Parents’ Liturgy 

Group, Liturgy of the Word for Children Team, Candle-keeper Maureen 

Cunningham, and the Christmas & Easter Team. A special mention to Patrick, 

Betty and John Boyle who assemble the Christmas Crib with meticulous 

attention to detail. The Parish Choir, under the direction of Ann O’Donnell, 

meets for practice on Monday evenings at 7.15pm and sings throughout the 

year at the 11am Sunday Mass, at funerals and on special occasions. The 

contribution and dedication of singers and musicians are much appreciated.  

Ann also works with the Junior Choir to good effect. Brid Murphy excels with 

her gardening skills which are very much in evidence throughout the year. 

Killybegs Employment Project, under the supervision of Colin Mabon and 

Delaney Leese Meehan, makes a significant contribution to the maintenance of 
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the church, the grounds and the graveyard. Daiva Mingelaite continues to keep 

the church interior in good order while the other tasks are been carried out on a 

team basis. We are very grateful for the valuable contribution of the three 

members who retired in the course of the year: Anne Marie Bourke (Assistant 

Supervisor), Lawrence McGill (church grounds) and John Hegarty (graveyard).  

We wish them health and happiness.  
 

 

We endeavour to deliver this Christmas Newsletter and the Killybegs 

Parish Calendar 2026 to each household (along with Parish & Restoration / 

Maintenance Envelopes as requested). We are grateful to all the helpers who 

oblige with deliveries. More complimentary calendars are available from the 

Parish Office. The St Vincent de Paul & Legion of Mary continue their 

excellent work. 
 

Canon John Gallagher says Mass most Sundays in Killybegs Community 

Hospital which is greatly appreciated, as is his willingness to help out in the 

parish from time to time. 
  

Christmas can be a lonely time for many families as the loss of a loved 

one during the year is sorely felt and many people will be far from home at 

Christmas-time. We keep them all in mind and in our prayers at this time. May 

the love and joy of Christ be with you and your family, at home or away from 

home, this Christmas and throughout the New Year.  

Wishing you every blessing this Holy Season and throughout 2026   
 

Fr Colm, Sunday 7th December 2025 
 

An Important Notice from the Board of Management of Fintra National School 

A Public Meeting to discuss the future of Fintra National School from September 

2026 will be held in Fintra National School on Monday 12th January 2026 7pm.  

All are welcome. 

 

 
 

Christmas Carol Service Wednesday 3rd December 2025 
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 CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 2025 

Christmas Masses 2025 
 

 Mass at 10am: Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd December, 
Confessions after Mass 

 

 Wednesday 24th December, Christmas Eve: 
 

 6pm: Christmas Eve Mass  

(including First Communion Children & Junior Choir) 
  

 8pm: Christmas Eve Mass  

(including Confirmation Candidates & St Catherine’s Vocational 

School Choir)  
 

        10pm: Christmas Eve Mass (with Senior Choir) 
 

 Thursday 25th December, Christmas Day: 
  

 9am: Christmas Day Mass 
 

        11am: Christmas Day Mass (with Senior Choir) 
 

Live streaming is always available. Go to the parish website killybegsparish.com and 

click on Services Online or go to www.mcn.live   

                    

 

Christmas Junior Choir 2024 
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Advent Service of Reconciliation 
Monday 15th December 7.00pm 

This service will follow the usual format except that after people have received 

individual absolution you may depart quietly.  

 

Children’s Practices for Christmas 
(for Christmas Eve Mass 6pm)  

The First Communion Children and other children are invited to take part in the 

Christmas Play during the Christmas Eve Mass at 6pm.  

There will be two practices in the Church for them and the Junior Choir:  
 

 Wednesday 17th December 6pm to 7pm       (play parts will be decided) 

 Thursday 18th December 6pm to 7pm         (dress rehearsal) 

                                  

 

Christmas Eve Mass 2024 

Children’s Liturgy takes place every two weeks at the Sunday 11am Mass.  

Next dates: 21st December; 11th & 25th January; 8th & 22nd February.  

All are welcome.  
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Money Matters 
We are sincerely grateful to everyone who supports the parish financially, 

contributing to the general administration, maintenance & restoration of the 

parish. The upkeep and maintenance of the parish, in terms of buildings, 

programmes and personnel, are carried out in a cost-efficient manner. 

Weekly or monthly or annual contributions are very much appreciated. Many 

people use the weekly envelopes for their contributions. We are delivering two 

sets of envelopes to each household which has been in receipt of envelopes. 

Discard what you do not need. If you wish to receive a set of envelopes or have 

any queries, please contact Fr Colm or Ann at the Parish Office: 074 9731013. 

Sincere thanks to all who returned their Enduring Tax Relief Certificate. 
 

Safeguarding Children in the Diocese of Raphoe 
We have adopted the Diocese of Raphoe Policy Statement and everyone working 

with children in the parish is required to comply with it. The two Parish Safeguarding 

Representatives are: Kathleen O’Donnell, Fintra Rd & Pat McGee, The Glebe. 

 

         

Christmas Eve 2024 

 

There is no room in the manger except for Jesus and us:  

There isn’t room for all the baggage we carry around with us.  

No room for our pious pride and self-righteousness.  

No room for our human power and prestige.  

No room for the baggage of past failure and unforgiven sin. 

No room for our prejudice, bigotry  

and jingoistic national pride.  

No room for bitterness and greed.  

No room in the manger for anything other  

than the absolute reality of who and what we really are: 

very human, very real, very fragile, very vulnerable beings  

who desperately need the gift of love and grace  

which God so powerfully desires to give.  
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Dates for 2026… 2026… 2026… 2026… 2026… 2026…2026… 2026… 

Sacrament of Confirmation:    Saturday 28th February 11am. 

First Holy Communion:    Saturday 9th May 11am. 

Mass at Gortnagolan Mass Rock:   Wednesday 3rd June 7pm 

Graveyard Mass:      Friday 24th July 7pm 

Blessing of the Fleet Mass:    Saturday 25th July 7pm 

Mass at Croaghlin Mass Rock:   Friday 14th August 7pm     

Prayers at St. Catherine’s Well:   Wednesday 25th November 4pm 

 

Mass Intentions 

When you book a Mass or get a Mass Card, Fr Colm can let you know the date 

and time of the Mass if requested. The Saturday evening Mass in Killybegs is 

offered for a number of intentions. It may be necessary to include a number of 

intentions in some of the other Masses as well. When a particular Mass 

Intention is not offered here, the Mass Stipend is sent to the Missions or to other 

clergy to offer Mass for that intention.    

 

Sunday Masses  7.00pm (Vigil), 9.00am & 11.00am. 

Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 10am; Friday: 10am or 7pm. 

Weekday Masses subject to change. Consult weekly Newsletter. 

 

Webcam:  

All Masses & all Church Services from St Mary’s are streamed live on mcn.live 

or go to our website killybegsparish.com and click on Services Online 
 

Marriages and Funerals can be recorded, on request, free of charge, and can be 

downloaded from our site. Recordings may only be stored for a short time.  

 

Marriage Preparation Programme: ACCORD 

www.accord.ie  / marriagepreparation@accord.ie  / Tel: 015053112 

 

Induction Loop is available for hearing-aid users, switch to T position. 

Gluten-free Bread for Holy Communion is available at all Masses. 

Website: The Parish Newsletter is posted on our website: killybegsparish.com 

                and on mcn.live 

                                          

The Parish Office, Killybegs, Co. Donegal, F94CY56 

Hours of Opening: Monday to Friday 9.30am - 2.45pm.  Tel: 074 9731013               

Email:     info@killybegsparish.com  

Website:   killybegsparish.com  

Live Streaming:   www.mcn.live 

Parish Secretary:    Ann O’Donnell: Tel: 074 9731013 / 087 6735139 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Colm Ó Gallchóir: Tel: 074 9731013  (9731030) 

Parish Sacristan:   Patricia O’Boyle.   

http://www.accord.ie/

